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do but discover and announce what that
need is ?

" There is a sense in which James was not
a philosopher at all. He once said to me :
" What a curse philosophy would be if we
couldn't forget all about it! " In other
words, philosophy was not to him what it
has been to so many, a consolation and
sanctuary in a life which would have been
unsatisfying without it. It would be in-
congruous, therefore, to expect of him that
he should build a philosophy like an edifice
to go and live in for good. Philosophy to
him was rather like a maze in which he hap-
pened to find himself wandering, and what
he was looking for was the way out* In
the presence of theories of any sort he was
attentive, puzzled, suspicious, with a certain
inner prompting to disregard them. He
lived all his life among them, as a child lives
among grown-up people; what a relief to
turn from those stolid giants, with their
prohibitions and exactions and tiresome talk,
to another real child or a nice animal 1 Of
course grown-up people are useful, and so
James considered that theories might be;
but in themselves, to live with, they were